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Samuel



Introduction to Samuel

• Title
– Hebrew:  “Samuel”

– LXX—“I and II Kingdoms”

– Latin Vulgate “I and II Kings”

• Author—unknown, but not Samuel (his 
death is noted in Chpt 25)

• Dates of Events: From the Birth of Samuel 
(c.1110 B. C.) to the last words of David (c. 
970 B. C.) [ca. 140 years]



Historical and Theological Themes

• King—1 Sam 8:20

• Instruments of YHWH (little said about 

these in Judges)
– The Priests

– The Ark of the Covenant

– The Prophets

– The Word of YHWH

• Major Men
– Samuel

– Saul

– David



Historical and Theological Themes

• Davidic Covenant—2 Sam 7; 23:5

– Promised in 2 Sam 7

– Confirmed in 2 Sam 23:5



Purpose of Samuel

YHWH established a human monarchy 

over His theocratic nation Israel and 

guaranteed its future in His covenant with 

David.



Literary Structure

• BEGINS with a humble woman (Hannah) 

blessed by the Lord

• ENDS with a self-exalting king named 

David proving that the TRUE anointed king 

is still in the future


